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Question 1


Indeed, the U.S has made significant progress to increase the responsiveness of the criminal justice system to the needs and interests of victims over the last four decades. Currently, there are adequate measures that aim to inform victims of crime on alternative means to enable them to get closure. Indeed, some of the areas where the government has improved include involving community-based organizations, the police, prosecutors, courts, and corrections departments which provide victim advocates that help to guide victims through the restorative justice system. These entities with working in collaboration with federal governments advise victims on their right to participate in restorative justice proceedings. One of the right steps is the rising number of states adopting legislation encouraging the use of restorative justice for children and adults before and after prison (Beitsch, 2016). Some jurisdictions incorporate restorative justice into probation for offenses that do not require prison time and instead require the offenders to repair their damage to their victims. 

    
Restorative justice seeks to promote the victim’s healing process while also strengthening the social bonds of the communities where crime happens. The victim-centered approach by many states emphasizes the need for empathy, accountability mutual understanding, and restitution to create a better society by giving priority to individual dignity. Another step in the right direction is the adoption of the restorative justice approach to bring together victims, their offenders, and members of the community to recognize how the adverse effects of crime and work towards building rebuilding social ties and recreate conducive relationships in the society. Some of the more progressive states such as Virginia have done well by integrating restorative justice in the juvenile system as an alternative to incarceration (Beitsch, 2016). Meanwhile, Vermont and Colorado, have passed legislation to adopt the use of restorative justice further showing the progression of the criminal justice system to give more focus on victims. 

    
However, restorative justice in the United States still faces challenges such as the requirement for all parties to participate in the process while most states still require the victim to initiate the process (Beitsch, 2016). Elsewhere, the system cannot work when the victim fails to identify the offender. Additionally, the approach requires an offender to admit guilt and agree to participate in the process. These requirements that often work together make just a few cases eligible for restorative justice processes. Another problem facing the restorative justice system is its applicability primarily to juveniles and low-level offenses (Beitsch, 2016). Consequently, it might not offer adequate coverage to all victims of some of the most heinous crimes and capital offenses. Likewise, cultural differences and prejudice overshadow restorative justice programs as victims might decline to participate in such a program because of the race or religion of the offender. 

    
One of the policies that would increase government participation in restorative justice programs is to increase the offenses for which such engagement serves as a substitute for the defendant's court sentence. Arguably, the government must consider alternative methods of justice that would help cut down on the increased costs of incarceration. Another policy that would increase the government’s participation in the restorative justice process is mandatory counseling for victims of crime to give them the courage to participate in the face-face sessions with their offenders. Additionally, a policy that puts liability on the government for failing to arrest offenders for them to participate in the restorative justice process and gives compensation to victims who are willing to participate will force it to increases its effort to make arrests. 

Question 2


Burlington, Vermont’s program offers support, validation and resources to victims of all crimes, including property crimes like vandalism and theft (pjburlington.org, n.d).  Vermont’s parallel justice program also covers all victims of crime in Burlington, regardless of whether the perpetrator is arrested or not. Likewise, the program helps victims in cases when they fail to report crimes against them to the police. The integrative program further meets the needs of victims by connecting them with other organizations in the community that assist them financially and emotionally. For instance, businesses participate in the Vermont parallel justice system by offering discounts and donations to victims of crime while a commission within the community helps to address systemic barriers that make it difficult for victims to get justice. 

Burlington Vermont’s program hopes to help more victims of crime by providing a forum for sharing their experiences which would, in turn, increase the participation of victims in the criminal justice system and get compensation in case they suffer a financial loss. Additionally, Vermont’s program helps to validate the victims’ experiences and then helps them to get justice whether their offenders get arrested or not (pjburlington.org, n.d). Vermont’s program also hopes to remove barriers that have previously made it difficult for victims to participate in the criminal justice process by pushing for systemic changes that will meet victims’ needs. The city agencies help to better the needs of victims by identifying and eliminating the barriers that prevent them from getting justice. For instance, the police department provides support to the parallel justice system by investigating crimes while the center for crime victim services administers restitution and victims’ compensation programs.

    
Meanwhile, the community helps in meeting the needs of victims by providing discounts and donations on their products and services, and dedicating time and energy to support victims of crime. Elsewhere, the victim advocates help victims navigate the criminal court process in cases when the perpetrator gets caught and undergoes prosecution (pjburlington.org, n.d). The victim advocate further keep victims informed on their cases before court case and ensure that they exercise their right to be heard. The victims are better off with this approach because they do not endure the ordeal while alone which might lead to frustration and failure to get their right. The joint plan in Vermont is ideal for victims of crime who might not suffer both psychological and financial loss which hurts their capacity to pursue justice. 
Question 3
    
I would advise my mother to report the incident on the theft of her car to the nearest police precinct and her insurance company and makes sure to provide all its details. The police should work together with the insurance company to help trace the car. The involvement of the police in the search is part of their law enforcement to prevent crimes such as craft theft while the insurance company covers the legal aspect of the offense. However, if the recovery effort does not succeed, she can get restitution for her financial loss by filing for compensation and get another car given she had a comprehensive insurance cover that covered potential loss from theft. 
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